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Mastery NIGHT AGENDA

4:15-4:25: Ice breaker...connecting to personalization 
4:25-4:40 Competency Based Education 101
4:40-5:10 Cognitive Skill deep dive & DSISD Grading 
5:10-5:30 Differentiation by Course: Acceleration & Supports



•

Personalized Learning & DSISD Vision

5 Phases of Personalized Learning (four corners: What phase is DSISD in?)
1. Assessment phase – Teacher and students work together in a formative manner to identify strengths and weaknesses.

2. Teaching and learning phase – Teachers and students select learning strategies.

3. Curriculum choice phase – Student chooses the curriculum, creating a pathway for student choice.

4. Radical departure from typical education models phase – Built on student progress, this phase provides teachers the flexibility to 

choose their own teaching strategies.

5. Education beyond the classroom phase – Using social and community connections, students personalize their surroundings (with 

the help of the teacher, when needed) to create their ideal learning environment.
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What is “Competency” or “Mastery” 
Based Education

Table Based Close Read

1. Silently read the article and make annotations on points that stood out or that created questions

1. Write down 2-3 ways you have seen or heard these concepts at DSISD?

1. Jot down three questions that you still have

1. Discuss as table group

1. Have someone synthesize & share out
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How the Cognitive Skills Support 
“Competency” & “Mastery” 

The Cognitive Skills: DSISD’s Mastery based skill continuum quick facts
● Developed by Stanford SCALE dept. in Collaboration with Summit Public Schools
● Skills are on a continuum that spans a 6-13th+ grade level
● Draws on rigorous Standards for ACT, AP and College Readiness (CCSS, CAS, & Next Gen. Science)
● tool for teaching and measuring critical thinking and application of learning
● Measure for all projects and 70% of students’ grades

The primary lever for our competency based approach!!!

Application: Two DSISD learners
-table groups will score two student artifacts on 2-3 cog skills
1. Review the prompt and rubric for each cog skill at a level 4 and 5
2. read and score each writing piece by cog skill
3. Discuss next steps for each student and the role of revision and growth mindset  



Beginning	with	the	End	in	Mind:	
Graduation	Requirements	as	North	Star	

for	Grades

Past and Current Graduation Guidelines (Seat Time) Future Graduation Guidelines 
(Competency Demonstrations/ Class of 2021)





•

DSISD Grading 101: 
Giving Grades Meaning

1. Table Groups will...
a. Review the DSISD Grading Policy and ask and clarify questions

a. Review the DSISD Grading Policy Addendum and Basic Fact Sheet to 
have context on how grades will be awarded at trimester and transcribed

a. Develop a list of additional questions for parking lot
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Differentiation:
Support and Acceleration by Class

DSISD Teachers share how they are differentiating in their 
classes to ensure acceleration and support...
● Human Geography & AP Human Geography
● Honors Lit & AP Language Cohort
● Honors Physics
● Algebra & Geometry
● Engineering (PLTW)
● Career Survey (AAA 109- College Credit)
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Parent Role in the DSISD 
School Design

1. ADVISOR: Build a relationship with your child’s ADVISOR

1. PLP: Become Familiar with the Personalized Learning Plan...keep you in 
the know...get with your Advisor if you need support

1. Ownership, Assets, Dreams: Support ownership and student AGENCY 
and connecting strengths to college and career goals

Please commit to engage as a parent and advocate in these three areas!!!


